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North Head + Manly ferry day

Full day - Manly ferry + local transfer - Best for: Visitors wanting ocean headland scale + classic Manly ferry

Manly ferry, North Head lookouts and Fairfax Walk energy, Manly reset — budget last-mile time and possible vehicle fees if
driving the headland.

Not official. Track status, fees, ferry times and weather change. Verify: https://www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/visit-a-
park/parks/sydney-harbour-national-park - Alerts: https://www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/visit-a-park/parks/sydney-harbour-
national-park/local-alerts - Emergencies: 000

This plan answers “ferry to national park Sydney” with the Manly classic — but North Head is not on the wharf. Build last-mile
time (bus, walk, rideshare) or you will only see Corso and call it a day. If you drive the Scenic Drive, NPWS currently publishes
6am—-6pm AEST gate times until 5 October 2026 — and several headland pockets stay closed (Bluefish Point, Old Man'’s Hat,
Cannae Point, Quarantine Head). Stay on signed open tracks.

Choose either a lookout-focused half of the headland or a proper Fairfax Walk commitment. Trying to do every North Head
pin plus South Head after lunch is how full days go sour.

Timeline

Morning
Ferry to Manly

Enjoy the ride; then execute your last-mile plan toward North Head without endless coffee detours first.

Late morning
North Head lookouts / Fairfax Walk

Water on, sun on, barriers respected. Drivers: pay required vehicle fees in designated areas.

Afternoon
Manly reset

Food, ocean swim if conditions suit, shops only if energy remains.

Return
Ferry buffer home

Peak return ferries queue — leave margin.

Packing Ferry tips

] Water 1L+ ] Manly ferry is frequent but not infinite patience for

O SPF + hat missed sailings when you are exhausted.
+ ha

] Check service disruptions (weather, special events)

L f ind
[] Layerstorwin before you commit.

] Comfortable walking shoes

] Opal / payment


https://www.sydneyharbournationalpark.com.au/

] Optional swimmers for Manly Beach (not the same
as North Head cliffs)

Parking tips Skip if short on time

[0 Driving North Head: confirm fees and capacity on ] South Head same afternoon

fficial .
official sources O Full Spit-Manly after big North Head walk unless

[0 Manly parking is its own sport — ferry often wins. pre-planned

My notes

] Out time / meeting place:

] Return ferry / drive window:

[ Backup if weather fails:

www.sydneyharbournationalpark.com.au/itineraries/north-head-manly/
Unofficial operator's manual. Not affiliated with NSW NPWS. Always verify conditions before you travel.

Also: /downloads/sydney-harbour-np-day-trip-checklist.pdf - /visit/ - /trails/



